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KJV Gen 1:29 And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing

seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which

/

is the fruit of a tree yielding seed to you it shall be for meat.
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<Abstract>

A Review of Pronouns in Korean Bible Translations

Moo-Yong Jeon
(Korean Bible Society)

This paper reviews the use of pronouns in Rev. Ross’ grammar book, which can
be regarded as the first Korean grammar book, and in the grammar book written by
Rev. Underwood, and compares the use of pronouns in the Korean Bible (1911), the
Korean Revised Version (1961), and the Revised New Korean Standard Version
(2001).

According to Ross’ grammar book, ‘gu, dé’ are explained as ‘he, she, it,” and ‘gu,
dé’ that have been classified as the third personal pronouns, are again explained as
the demonstrative pronoun of ‘that.’ In Rev. Underwood’s grammar book, it is
written that there is no third personal pronoun in Korean, and classifies and explains
‘i, dé, gu * as demonstrative pronouns.

The Korean Bible (1911) reflects the nature of the Korean language, and thus
omits many pronouns. In case of the Korean Revised Version, it has tried to reflect
as many pronouns of the original text as possible, and thus includes many places in
awkward Korean. In the Korean Bible and the Korean Revised Version, translators
have used ‘na’ in places where people refer to themselves in front of God. In the
Revised New Korean Standard Version, translators have used ‘cheo’ in some
conversations and ‘na’ when people are praying or talking to themselves. The
demonstrative pronoun of ‘cheo’ focuses on the counterpart, and by distancing
oneself by using the pronoun, ‘cheo’ instead of using ‘I,” the speaker lowers
him/herself, so it sound awkward when the first person pronoun of ‘cheo’ is used for
a neutral monologue.

When calling God, translators of the Korean Bible have changed the pronoun to
noun substantive or used ‘jue’ or omitted it, and for honoring in general, they have
used ‘tangsin.’ Koreans could accept the use of the second personal honorific
pronoun of ‘tangsin’ in the Korean Revised Version without much rejection due to
‘indirectness of locution,” but such use is not so appropriate in reality. The reality of
Korean language is well reflected in the Revised New Korean Standard Version
which uses noun substantives or a variety of second personal pronouns like ‘keudae,
manim, daeg,” or chooses to omit.

In the Korean Bible , demonstrative adjectives like ‘dé, cheo, gu,” and so on are
used as pronouns. ‘dé’ is used to refer to visible objects, and ‘gu’ to refer to objects
in the speaker’s mind. In the Old Testament of the Korean Revised Version, some
books uniformly use ‘gu’ while some books maintain the renderings of the Korean
Bible by differentiating ‘gu’ and ‘cheo(dyeo).’
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